
an email with attachment didn't reach it's receivers but an email without attachment reached it's receivers 

Thought for 32 seconds 

Okay, so the user is having an issue where emails with attachments aren't reaching the recipients, but emails 

without attachments are going through. Let me try to figure out why that might be happening. 

First, I need to consider common reasons why attachments might cause emails to be blocked. Maybe the 

attachment size is too large. Many email servers have size limits, so if the attachment exceeds that, the email 

might get rejected. The user should check the file size and see if it's under the provider's limit, like 25MB for 

Gmail or Outlook. 

Another possibility is the file type. Some email providers block certain attachments, like .exe, .zip, or .js files, 

because they could be malicious. The user should check if the attachment type is allowed. If it's a blocked 

type, they might need to compress it into a different format or use a cloud storage link instead. 

There's also the spam filter angle. Attachments, especially ones that are commonly associated with 

malware, might trigger spam filters. The user could try sending the email to themselves first to see if it gets 

flagged. If it does, they might need to adjust the content or notify recipients to check their spam folders. 

Server configuration issues could be at play too. The outgoing server (SMTP) might have restrictions on 

attachments. The user should verify their email client settings or contact their IT department to check if 

there are any such restrictions. 

Antivirus software on the user's computer might be scanning outgoing emails and blocking attachments it 

deems suspicious. Temporarily disabling the antivirus to test could help identify this. If that's the case, 

adding an exception for their email client might solve it. 

Email client problems shouldn't be overlooked. If the user is using a specific client like Outlook or 

Thunderbird, there might be a bug affecting attachments. Updating the client or trying a different one (like 

webmail) could help troubleshoot this. 

Domain or IP reputation issues might cause emails with attachments to be blocked. If the sender's domain 

or IP has been blacklisted, emails, especially those with attachments, might not get through. Checking 

blacklist status using online tools could be a step here. 

The recipient's server might also have strict policies. The user should contact the recipient to see if they 

received any bounce-back messages or if their server has specific attachment restrictions. 

If the user is on a corporate network, there might be internal policies blocking certain attachments. They 

should check with their IT department about any such rules. 

Lastly, encrypting attachments or using secure links instead of attaching files directly could bypass some of 

these issues. Services like Google Drive or Dropbox allow sharing files via links, which might be more 

reliable. 

Putting this all together, the user should start by checking attachment size and type, then test sending to 

themselves, review spam filters, and verify server settings. If those don't work, looking into antivirus, email 

client issues, or domain reputation would be next steps. Contacting IT support or the email provider for 

further assistance might also be necessary if the problem persists. 

If emails with attachments aren't reaching recipients while those without attachments are, here's a 

structured approach to diagnose and resolve the issue: 



1. Check Attachment Size 

• Email Provider Limits: Most providers (e.g., Gmail, Outlook) limit attachments to 25MB. Corporate 

servers may have stricter limits. 

• Solution: Compress files (e.g., using ZIP) or use a cloud service (Google Drive, OneDrive, Dropbox) to 

share large files via a link. 

2. Restricted File Types 

• Blocked Extensions: Some providers block .exe, .zip, .js, or encrypted files. 

• Solution: 

o Rename the file extension (e.g., .txt instead of .exe) and inform the recipient. 

o Use password-protected ZIP files or cloud links for sensitive data. 

3. Spam Filter Triggers 

• Attachment Content: Attachments with macros, scripts, or unusual filenames may trigger spam 

filters. 

• Test: Send the email to yourself or a colleague. If it lands in spam: 

o Ask recipients to whitelist your email. 

o Avoid suspicious keywords (e.g., "invoice," "urgent") in the subject/body. 

4. Server/Client Configuration Issues 

• Outgoing Server (SMTP): Verify your email client (Outlook, Thunderbird) isn’t configured to block 

attachments. 

• Solution: 

o Test sending via webmail (e.g., Gmail.com). If it works, reconfigure your email client. 

o Contact your IT team to check SMTP settings or attachment policies. 

5. Antivirus/Firewall Interference 

• Security Software: Antivirus tools may scan and block outgoing attachments. 

• Test: Temporarily disable antivirus/firewall and resend. If successful, add an exception for your email 

client. 

6. Recipient-Server Policies 

• Strict Filters: The recipient’s server might block attachments based on type, size, or sender 

reputation. 

• Action: Ask the recipient to: 

o Check spam/junk folders. 

o Whitelist your email address or domain. 



o Confirm their server’s attachment policies. 

7. Domain/IP Reputation 

• Blacklisting: If your domain or IP is flagged, emails with attachments may be blocked. 

• Check: Use tools like MXToolbox to verify blacklist status. 

• Solution: Work with your IT team to resolve blacklisting issues. 

8. Email Client Bugs 

• Software Glitches: Outdated clients may corrupt attachments. 

• Test: Update your email client or switch to webmail. If successful, reinstall/update the client. 

9. Corporate Network Restrictions 

• Internal Policies: Company IT policies might block certain attachments. 

• Action: Contact your IT department to confirm rules for outgoing emails. 

10. Alternative Solutions 

• Encrypt Attachments: Use tools like 7-Zip or encrypted PDFs. 

• Secure Links: Share files via password-protected cloud links (mention the password in a separate 

email). 

Troubleshooting Flowchart: 

1. Test sending the attachment to yourself. 

2. Reduce file size or compress it. 

3. Check for blocked file types. 

4. Try webmail instead of a client. 

5. Disable antivirus temporarily. 

6. Contact recipient/IT for server logs. 

If the issue persists, provide your email provider/IT team with: 

• Error messages (if any) 

• Attachment type/size 

• Recipient domain 

This should help pinpoint the root cause. Let me know if you need further clarification!             
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First, I need to consider common reasons why attachments might cause emails to be blocked. Maybe the 

attachment size is too large. Many email servers have size limits, so if the attachment exceeds that, the email 

might get rejected. The user should check the file size and see if it's under the provider's limit, like 25MB for 

Gmail or Outlook. 

Another possibility is the file type. Some email providers block certain attachments, like .exe, .zip, or .js files, 

because they could be malicious. The user should check if the attachment type is allowed. If it's a blocked 

type, they might need to compress it into a different format or use a cloud storage link instead. 

There's also the spam filter angle. Attachments, especially ones that are commonly associated with 

malware, might trigger spam filters. The user could try sending the email to themselves first to see if it gets 

flagged. If it does, they might need to adjust the content or notify recipients to check their spam folders. 

Server configuration issues could be at play too. The outgoing server (SMTP) might have restrictions on 

attachments. The user should verify their email client settings or contact their IT department to check if 

there are any such restrictions. 

Antivirus software on the user's computer might be scanning outgoing emails and blocking attachments it 

deems suspicious. Temporarily disabling the antivirus to test could help identify this. If that's the case, 

adding an exception for their email client might solve it. 

Email client problems shouldn't be overlooked. If the user is using a specific client like Outlook or 

Thunderbird, there might be a bug affecting attachments. Updating the client or trying a different one (like 

webmail) could help troubleshoot this. 

Domain or IP reputation issues might cause emails with attachments to be blocked. If the sender's domain 

or IP has been blacklisted, emails, especially those with attachments, might not get through. Checking 

blacklist status using online tools could be a step here. 

The recipient's server might also have strict policies. The user should contact the recipient to see if they 

received any bounce-back messages or if their server has specific attachment restrictions. 

If the user is on a corporate network, there might be internal policies blocking certain attachments. They 

should check with their IT department about any such rules. 

Lastly, encrypting attachments or using secure links instead of attaching files directly could bypass some of 

these issues. Services like Google Drive or Dropbox allow sharing files via links, which might be more 

reliable. 

Putting this all together, the user should start by checking attachment size and type, then test sending to 

themselves, review spam filters, and verify server settings. If those don't work, looking into antivirus, email 

client issues, or domain reputation would be next steps. Contacting IT support or the email provider for 

further assistance might also be necessary if the problem persists. 

If emails with attachments aren't reaching recipients while those without attachments are, here's a 

structured approach to diagnose and resolve the issue: 

1. Check Attachment Size 

• Email Provider Limits: Most providers (e.g., Gmail, Outlook) limit attachments to 25MB. Corporate 

servers may have stricter limits. 



• Solution: Compress files (e.g., using ZIP) or use a cloud service (Google Drive, OneDrive, Dropbox) to 

share large files via a link. 

2. Restricted File Types 

• Blocked Extensions: Some providers block .exe, .zip, .js, or encrypted files. 

• Solution: 

o Rename the file extension (e.g., .txt instead of .exe) and inform the recipient. 

o Use password-protected ZIP files or cloud links for sensitive data. 

3. Spam Filter Triggers 

• Attachment Content: Attachments with macros, scripts, or unusual filenames may trigger spam 

filters. 

• Test: Send the email to yourself or a colleague. If it lands in spam: 

o Ask recipients to whitelist your email. 

o Avoid suspicious keywords (e.g., "invoice," "urgent") in the subject/body. 

4. Server/Client Configuration Issues 

• Outgoing Server (SMTP): Verify your email client (Outlook, Thunderbird) isn’t configured to block 

attachments. 

• Solution: 

o Test sending via webmail (e.g., Gmail.com). If it works, reconfigure your email client. 

o Contact your IT team to check SMTP settings or attachment policies. 

5. Antivirus/Firewall Interference 

• Security Software: Antivirus tools may scan and block outgoing attachments. 

• Test: Temporarily disable antivirus/firewall and resend. If successful, add an exception for your email 

client. 

6. Recipient-Server Policies 

• Strict Filters: The recipient’s server might block attachments based on type, size, or sender 

reputation. 

• Action: Ask the recipient to: 

o Check spam/junk folders. 

o Whitelist your email address or domain. 

o Confirm their server’s attachment policies. 

7. Domain/IP Reputation 

• Blacklisting: If your domain or IP is flagged, emails with attachments may be blocked. 



• Check: Use tools like MXToolbox to verify blacklist status. 

• Solution: Work with your IT team to resolve blacklisting issues. 

8. Email Client Bugs 

• Software Glitches: Outdated clients may corrupt attachments. 

• Test: Update your email client or switch to webmail. If successful, reinstall/update the client. 

9. Corporate Network Restrictions 

• Internal Policies: Company IT policies might block certain attachments. 

• Action: Contact your IT department to confirm rules for outgoing emails. 

10. Alternative Solutions 

• Encrypt Attachments: Use tools like 7-Zip or encrypted PDFs. 

• Secure Links: Share files via password-protected cloud links (mention the password in a separate 

email). 

Troubleshooting Flowchart: 

1. Test sending the attachment to yourself. 

2. Reduce file size or compress it. 

3. Check for blocked file types. 

4. Try webmail instead of a client. 

5. Disable antivirus temporarily. 

6. Contact recipient/IT for server logs. 

If the issue persists, provide your email provider/IT team with: 

• Error messages (if any) 

• Attachment type/size 

• Recipient domain 

This should help pinpoint the root cause. Let me know if you need further clarification!             
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